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I’ve very excited about the drama department personnel as we begin this school year. The show we have selected is 
one of my favorite musicals, but one that I have never directed before. I look forward to seeing the excellent student 
actors at MVHS interpret this script.  
 
As you read through this information, please keep in mind that we, as a drama department, will need to remain 
flexible. All elements of the musical, from the performance dates to the mode of performance, are subject to 
alteration due to the COVID-19 situation. We have been working to plan for any contingencies that may arise based 
on a wide range of possible conditions. Our intention is to do everything within our creative abilities to present a 
winter musical in whatever way is possible, but the health and safety of our actors and audience will be foremost in 
any and all adjustments that we may make.  
 
I need to make you aware that this year the musical will be different than past years in a lot of ways. First of all, the 
current plan is to perform it in February instead of November. This will give us time for the new theatre to be 
completed before we will need it for staging purposes. It will also give us time to see if either the COVID-19 curve is 
truly flattened and we can stage the show without as many limitations as are currently in place. If COVID-19 
restrictions are still in effect, it will give us time to figure out the safest and healthiest way to perform. I’m confident 
we can find ways to present an entertaining show while maintaining social distancing and observing any masking 
requirements that might be in effect at performance time.  
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, it is necessary to cap the cast size at a level where rehearsals and performances can 
always be at a number where appropriate social distancing is possible. This means that if we have the number of 
students audition this year as we have had audition in past years, it will be a cut show. We will still be double casting 
the show, but we will only be working with one or the other cast at any given rehearsal. We will also be working with 
smaller groups within the casts at each rehearsal. Consequently, the show will take longer to rehearse and prepare. 
With that in mind, even though the performances are not until February, we will begin rehearsing the show in 
October. Early in the rehearsal process we will be focusing heavily on learning the material and vocal character 
development. That way, when we start the blocking and choreography, probably in late November or early 
December, students will be totally memorized with the material, and the staging should go rather quickly. 



 
The first change that will affect potential cast members is the audition process. We will be having virtual auditions 
for the general auditions where you will be asked to submit a video of you performing a song of your choice. These 
videos should be e-mailed to jcopeland@usd232.org by Wednesday, September 30th. You can also share your video 
file on the google drive to jcopeland@usd232.org. (If your video file is too large to e-mail, e-mail me by Sunday, 
September 27th so we can work out an alternate way to have your video submitted by the September 30th deadline.) 
 
First: Fill out the online audition form! 
Once you are committed to auditioning, please fill out the audition form at this link: 
https://form.jotform.com/202578633827060 
Go ahead and submit the audition form as soon as you are certain you will be auditioning, even if your audition video 
isn’t made yet. That way we will know to be looking for your video and we will contact you if we haven’t received 
your video by September 30th. 
Second: Submit your audition video! 
For your audition video, you should select a song that shows both your vocal range and your acting range. Think 
about the characters in “Pirates of Penzance” (you can watch the 1983 movie or various college productions on 
Youtube) and pick a song that shows the directing staff where you could best be plugged in. Songs from “The Pirates 
of Penzance” are fine to choose for your audition. Another good option would be to use songs from other Gilbert 
and Sullivan musicals since they would be in the same style as Pirates. There are karaoke versions of many Gilbert 
and Sullivan songs available on youtube. If you can’t find a Gilbert and Sullivan song, any song that shows off your 
range will be acceptable. Videos should be 2 to 3 minutes in length. (If the song and track you select is longer, you 
can always start partway through. If your video is longer than 3 minutes, we don’t guarantee we will listen beyond 
the 3-minute mark. J) If you are needing more specific guidance, e-mail Mr. Copeland and he will offer some 
suggestions. 
 
Here are some links to Karaoke tracks that would work for your accompaniment tracks: 
 

1. “Poor Wandering One” (sung by Mabel/soprano) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXYkkuywyRo 

2. “I Am a Pirate King” (Sung by the Pirate King – Baritone) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6OhO8mFzWs 

3. “Oh Is there not one Maiden” (Sung by Frederick/tenor) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzcuDawMB7M 

4. “When Frederic was a Little Lad” (sung by Ruth- contralto) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnP4S_lR6Nk 

5. “A Modern Major General” (sung by Major General Stanley -Baritone) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wf-LeYHNo-Y  

 
Performances of these songs by vocalists can also be found on youtube to assist you in learning 
the material. Let me remind you, you do not have to use these songs from “Pirates of 
Penzance” for your audition. If you do, it will give us a better idea of how you can perform this 
type of material, but if there is a different song that you believe shows off your range and 
abilities, feel free to use it. 
 
On the next page I have included a list of some of the roles and vocal ranges to help you in your 
selection of audition songs. 
 



Roles & Ranges:  
 
The pirate King - Baritone (range is from G (G2) an octave and a half below middle C (C4) to G (G4) 
above middle C; in other words, G2 to G4) Swashbuckling, athletic, and handsome leader of The Pirates 
of Penzance. An adventurer and sentimental, romantic fellow. He would never really hurt anybody, 
especially not orphans as he and his band are all orphans themselves "and know what it is."   
Mabel - Coloratura soprano (Range is two octaves up from C4, i.e., C4 to C6, but sometimes with extra 
top notes. Mabel's top note in the production is Eb6) Young (17-20) and beautiful, very much a young 
woman of the 19th century. She is genuine and utterly sincere as she captures the love of young 
Frederick. Her naivety and innocence make her a sweet and funny character.  
Frederic - Tenor (Range is from C3 to C5. Top note in the production is Bb5.) Young handsome, manly, 
and genuine. The feelings between Ruth, his nursery maid, and him are deep feelings, they care for each 
other on the most profound level. That is why he can attack her so vehemently at the one moment for 
having grey hair, and at the next put his arms around her to sing a very beautiful duet. However, his 
feelings for Mabel are true love at first sight. He is funny because he is so sincerely trying to do the 
honorable thing; he truly is the "slave of duty", which is a running joke throughout the show, as well as 
the subtitle of the show. For him, duty is before all.  
Major General Stanley - Baritone (range is from G2 to G4) He is "dignified respectability", in the truest 
sense of those words. He is "vivid", with the warmth and good humor one would expect from Santa 
Claus. Quirky with military discipline, but believable.  
Ruth - Contralto (Range is from F3 to F5) She is a proper English nanny and has raised young Frederic 
"properly" to be a gentleman. It is from her that he has learned to be so polite and honorable and to 
cherish respectability... and to give himself over wholly and completely to love.  
Sergeant of Police - Bass (range is F2 to F4) Obeys his duty and the law, but is a coward at heart. The 
choreography will call for a good dancer in addition to good vocal ability.  
Samuel - Baritone (range is G2 to G4) The Pirate King's right hand man, he is sincere, earnest, and 
simple-minded.  
Edith - Soprano (Range is C4 to C6) One of Major-General Stanley's daughters.  
Kate - Mezzo-soprano (range is A4 to A6) One of Major-General Stanley's daughters.  
Isabel - Soprano (Range is C4 to C6) One of Major-General Stanley's daughters.  
Chorus of Daughters - Contraltos (F3 to F5) and Sopranos (Range is C4 to C6) The more vivid and 
individual each daughter is, the better. Big voices are essential as there are more Pirates and Constables 
than daughters. Comedic understanding and basic dancing ability will be required.  
Chorus of Pirates - Baritones (range is G2 to G4) and Tenors (Range is from C3 to C5) Simple minded, 
tender-hearted souls. Big, full-out singing is what is thrilling about the Pirates. The choreography calls for 
basic dancing ability in addition to strong vocal ability and a keen comedic sense. Pirates can be played 
by males or females.  
Constables - Constables are either Bass (range is F2 to F4) or Baritones (range is G2 to G4) They obey 
their duty and the law, but are cowards at heart. The choreography calls for good dancers in addition to 
good vocal ability and a keen comedic sense. Constables can be played by males or females.  
 
A few more thoughts: The chorus of Constables will likely tap dance. The Sergeant of Police 
could be played by either male or female depending on how auditions go. Pirates may also be 
played by females (as male pirates. Much like in “Newsies” where we had some females play 
male newsies.)  
 
E-mail me any questions. I look forward to working with you this year! 
Fun, love & oreos, 
Mr. Copeland 


